CSM Mission Trips


We encourage everyone to experience at least one urban mission trip before graduating from high school. However, please know that these trips are unlike any other mission trips. After the 2010 trip to Denver, I came back and made this list of things you need to know before committing to one of these trips. Some of the points come directly from the CSM website. Note: These trips are NOT necessarily more dangerous than any other!!!

· These mission trips happen in large, urban cities.

· These mission trips are intense; they will push you out of your comfort zone.

· These mission trips are hard work. We may be asked to work with one ministry in the morning, one in the afternoon, and one in the evening.

· These mission trips are not vacations. We try to mix in a “tourist” experience, but that’s not always the case.  

· These mission trips are life-changing, especially when we go with the right attitude.

· CSM sets specific schedules for us to follow, including a lights out time and a rise time for the morning. Part of being good servants and team members is making sure we do our best to stay on schedule. 

· Going to a city that’s new to you is NOT a good enough reason to sign up for one of these mission trips.

· Our group will live in the city, experiencing firsthand urban life.

· Most nights, our group will eat at local ethnic restaurants (for example: Salvadorian, Middle Eastern, Filipino, African, Greek, etc.). We expect everyone to at least try the food and to always be respectful of the culture we’re experiencing.

· Our group will learn about the city, its unique issues, and problems those living in the city face. We will also learn how God is at work to further His Kingdom in the city, through the organizations and ministries that work there every day.

· We will become part of the solutions for the city – by offering our time, energy and sweat as we support the "ministry sites." CSM plugs us into a variety of hands-on ministry opportunities to ensure that our time in the city is spent helping God’s people in the city.

· Our group will be asked to be FAT – Flexible, Available, and Teachable.

· You should spend time exploring the Center for Student Missions website to learn as much as you can about CSM and the city where we will serve. www.csm.org
