2012 Mission Teams FAQs

How do I register my youth? We are prepared to accept completed registration forms and a $50 non-refundable deposit per trip now. Make checks payable to Trinity Church. The deadline to register for all mission trips is January 29, 2012. Do not wait!!! As we seek to be good stewards of our funds, we have reserved fewer spaces for most of our trips this year. (Deposits for us, too, are non-refundable.) So, we would like to know as soon as possible if we’re going to need to try to add more spaces. Please do not wait, register now!!!


When do I have to pay for the remaining balance?  Half will be due by March 15. Everything must be paid in full by June 1.


If our plans change will my money be refunded? In extreme cases such as injury, illness, or, of course, death in the family, we will work something out. Otherwise, we won’t refund money paid to those who simply choose not to go. Please know if we make a payment for a youth to participate and that youth withdraws, the church is still responsible for the payment in full. 


If I am asked to be an adult leader, will I have to pay for my trip? Adults will be asked to pay half of the cost of their 2012 mission trip.  


Is there scholarship money available? Yes. We’re fortunate to have some money in place to help, though as of now not as much as in previous years. If you have a need, simply contact me (Forrest). I hold these requests in the strictest of confidence – not even our financial secretary knows to what family the scholarship money goes.


Is there a reduced rate for working in the Pumpkin Patch? Yes, youth who work at least 8 hours in the patch receive a reduced rate. Anyone may choose to pay the full cost of the trip, though. In other words, you do NOT have to work in the patch to go on the trip.


Can we seek financial support from family and friends? Yes. Many youth ministries around the country have for years encouraged youth to write family and friends to seek such support. We ask that you do NOT send letters to individual Trinity members, though. Please limit your requests to family and friends. Here’s how it works: Have those who wish to support you make a (tax-deductible) check payable to Trinity Church. Then, have them mail it to MY attention at Trinity UMC, 903 Forest Avenue, 23229. I will track all donations and make sure they are applied entirely to the total cost of the designated youth’s mission trip(s).


Will there be team meetings before the trips? Yes. Adults WILL be expected to attend team meetings. 


How will we travel to the mission trips? We take very seriously our charge to make sure youth are safe, both when we’re serving and when we’re traveling to serve. The CSM mission team will fly, then use either 12- or 15-passenger vans (whichever we can rent) in the city. The other teams will travel via Trinity’s 15-passenger vans and/or rental vans to and from the cities.  

